Onyx embolization of sporadic angiomyolipoma.
Percutaneous embolization is the currently preferred treatment of symptomatic or ruptured renal angiomyolipomas (AMLs). Alcohol, microparticles, and coils are usually used. We present what is to our knowledge the first case of successful embolization of a solitary sporadic AML with the use of a new nonadhesive liquid embolic agent (ethylene vinyl alcohol copolymer; Onyx). Onyx injection was slow and controllable and achieved complete tumor devascularization, producing a characteristic appearance like a vascular cast. Short-term follow-up magnetic resonance imaging showed complete tumor necrosis without any recurrent pathologic vessels. The specific features, potential advantages in AML treatment, and technical limitations of this new liquid embolic agent are discussed.